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Education 
 
2006 B.S. Weber State University, Social Work 
 
Experience 
 
2019- Present Utah School to Work Initiative, Institute for Disability Research Policy and Practice, 

Utah State University 
2016-2019 Utah School to Work Initiative, Division of Services for People with Disabilities- State of 

Utah 
2015-2016 Employment Caseworker, Division of Services for People with Disabilities- State of Utah 
2007-2010 Independent Living Specialist, Roads to Independence 
2010-2015 Assistive Technology Coordinator, Roads to Independence 
 
Peer-Reviewed Publications 
 
Non-Reviewed Publications 

Jones-Parkin, T., Thomas, F., Hess, K., and Snyder, A., (2021) Employment and Transition Utah School 
to Work Initiative 

Hess, K., Thomas, F., (2022) School to Work Initiative Braided Funding and Customized Employment for 
Students with Significant Disabilities, Impact Magazine 

Hess, K., (2022) Career Discovery Matching Skills and Interests, Impact Magazine 

 

Invited Workgroups 

2013-2021 Utah Developmental Disabilities Council Member 

2018-2020 Utah Developmental Disabilities Council Chair 

2013-Present Employment Committee, Utah Developmental Disabilities Council 

2018-2022 Art Access Board Member 

2021-Present Utah Statewide Independent Living Council 



2022-Present Utah Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Project Advisory Board 

2023-Present Statewide Postsecondary Transition Collaborative 

2023-Present Equity Diversity and Inclusion Workgroup at IDRPP 

Employment Partnership-Center for Persons with Disabilities-Utah State University-Salt Lake Learning 
Center-Taylorsville, Utah 

Utah Transition Capacity Building Team-Utah State Board of Education, Salt Lake City, Utah 

Presentations 
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Jones-Parkin T., Hess K., Tillotson B., (2019) Key Elements to Supporting Students with Significant 

Disabilities to be Successfully Employed Before Leaving School. TASH Conference, 
Phoenix, Arizona. 
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[Conference Session]. Utah Transition Institute; Provo, UT, United States. 
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Leadership Conference; Logan, UT, United States 
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Employment Supports Training. 
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Transition Institute; Provo, UT, United States. 
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Conference; Logan, UT, United States.  
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